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translation and/or interpreting
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Editorial

This visibility campaign, part of the Translating Europe Workshops Project, aims to  
promote careers in the language industry. Key players in the translation industry  
have united in this initiative, which seeks to inspire and guide the next generation  
of translators and interpreters.

Partners:
EUATC: European Union of Associations of Translation Companies
FIT EUROPE: International Federation of Translators - Regional Centre for Europe
GALA: Globalisation and Localisation Association
LIND: Language Industry Expert Group

Supported By: European Commission / Directorate General for Translation

Content: Content developed through a series of workshops and with input from the  
LIND expert group. Collated and curated by John O’Shea & Marta Aragão

Designed and illustrated by: Rita Reis & Wygnner Torrente (@Descomunal)

Acknowledgements: We extend our gratitude to all contributors and volunteers who 
made this campaign possible.

Overview: Our mission is to highlight the diverse and rewarding opportunities within the 
translation industry, encouraging young talent to pursue careers in this dynamic field.

Call to Action: Join us in spreading the word about the exciting prospects in  
translation and interpreting. Take action and get involved in shaping the future of  
global communication.

© 2024

https://euatc.org/
https://fit-europe-rc.org/en/home-3/
https://www.gala-global.org/
https://commission.europa.eu/about/departments-and-executive-agencies/translation/language-industry-expert-group-lind_en
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TRANSLATION SQUAD Q&A: YOUR GUIDE TO 
BEING A GLOBAL WORDSMITH
Your adventure starts now!

Hi there, future wordsmiths! 

Are you passionate about languages and eager to bridge cultural divides? I’m Poppy, 
and I’m here to show you how a career in translation can be dynamic and rewarding. 
Studying translation hones your language skills and equips you with versatile abilities for 
a vibrant career. Translation and languages are also behind Large Language Models that 
drive content in AI. Dive into the world of translation and interpreting, explore diverse job 
opportunities, and turn your passion for languages into a fulfilling profession. Your journey 
to becoming a global communicator starts here! Explore this guide for all the answers to 
your questions. Keep dreaming big and exploring the world of languages.

You’ve got this!
Catch you later, Poppy
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WHAT’S THE TRANSLATION AND INTERPRETING 
INDUSTRY ALL ABOUT?

Welcome to a whole new universe! Dive into the vast world of 
translation and interpreting:

•	 Translation: Converting written content from one language to another.
•	 Interpreting: Real-time conversion of the spoken word from one language  

to another.
•	 Localisation: Making content relatable for different cultures.
•	 Subtitling: Adding translated text to films, TV shows, and online videos.
•	 Dubbing: Replacing the original dialogue with translated speech in media.

This industry spans various expertise areas like video games, audiovisual content, 
 literature, legal, and medical fields. It’s diverse, dynamic, and essential for  
global communication!

What’s a Day in the Life of a Translator/Interpreter Like?

Working hours in translation and interpreting can vary widely: For in-house translators, 
expect standard 9-to-5 office hours. Freelancers enjoy the flexibility to set their own 
schedules. Interpreters may have more irregular hours, depending on the nature of their 
assignments.

Will Robots Steal My Job? Chill, robots aren’t taking over.

Machine translation and machine interpreting are just tools, not a replacement. 
Someone’s gotta decide whether those awkward machine translations can even be fixed, 
right? Not to mention, even if the text looks good, AI tools can still produce unreliable 
translations that have no real source behind them. They might also include wrong termi-
nology or be culturally inappropriate. That’s where your human expertise comes in and 
fills in for the mistakes.

Can I Travel and Work at the Same Time? Absolutely!

As a translator, you can work remotely from anywhere in the world. Imagine translating 
documents while chilling on a beach or exploring a new city! 
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What Skills Do I Need to Crush it? A bunch!

•	 Language Ninja: Master at least two languages.
•	 Culture Vulture: Understand the cultures tied to your languages.
•	 Tech Whiz: Get good with the different translation tools, machine translation  

and AI tools.
•	 Organiser Extraordinaire: Juggle multiple projects like a pro.
•	 Biz Savvy: Manage your own business and promotion, including some marketing  

and sales skills.

EARNING POTENTIAL AND MARKET INSIGHTS

Is It Possible to Make a Good Living as a Translator?

Yes, it’s definitely possible! Earnings depend on various factors like language pair, 
specialisation, and experience. Rates can vary based on factors such as the language 
combination, area of expertise, market demand, and technical factors like the use of 
technology. Additionally, the EU’s recent changes to collective bargaining rules promise 
better work conditions and remuneration for freelance translators. Lesser spoken 
languages and fields often command higher rates, making specialisation a smart move.

How Much Can I Expect to Earn?

Wondering how much you can make as a translator? Let’s break it down: 
Realistic Earnings:

•	 Income Scale: Rates can vary widely, from a price per word to a price per hour, 
based on job specifications and client requirements.

•	 Freelance Flexibility: As a freelancer, you have the freedom to set your own rates. 
The amount you can earn depends on factors like the volume of work and your spe-
cialisation. For instance, translating a significant volume of words monthly can lead to 
substantial earnings.

•	 In-House Stability: Working in-house provides a steady income, with annual sal-
aries typically ranging from €25,000 to €50,000, depending on location and 
specialisation.
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Maximising Your Earning Potential:

•	 Specialisation: Focus on specialisms like legal, medical, or technical translation for 
higher rates.

•	 Technology & AI: Use new technologies to boost efficiency and marketability.
•	 Professional Development: Stay up to date with industry trends, continuously learn, 

and network through professional associations.

Is There Plenty of Work for Translators and Interpreters?

Absolutely! The translation and interpreting industry is exploding thanks to globalisation 
and the need for translated content. Current market trends show that the demand 
for translated content is growing, and tons of content means more jobs, especially in 
subtitling. When it comes to tech integration, machines handle basic stuff, but tricky texts 
still need humans.

SKILLS AND EDUCATION

What’s the game plan for becoming a translator? You choose 
the path!

•	 Uni Life: Get a Bachelor’s or Master’s in Languages or Translation. This is your deep 
dive into languages and cultures.

•	 Double Threat: Study something else like Finance or Medicine but keep levelling up 
your language skills. This way, you can always pivot to translation later.

Universities Offering Translation Studies in Europe

There are many universities across Europe offering courses in translation. To find the  
best options:
Networks and Organisations:

•	 European Masters in Translation Network: Check for top-class universities in  
this network.

•	 CIUTI: Another organisation with affiliated universities providing high-quality  
translation and interpreting courses.
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Research Tips:

•	 Country-Specific Searches: Look for universities in specific countries that offer 
translation programmes.

•	 Professional Associations: Contact national professional associations for 
recommendations on reputable universities.

How long will it take?

Understanding the academic journey is crucial. Here’s a quick overview:

•	 Bachelor’s Degree: 3-4 years.
•	 Master’s Degree: 1-2 years.

Postgraduate Requirements:

•	 Varies by Employer: Some require master’s degrees, others accept  
bachelor’s degrees.

•	 Language Combinations: Degree availability may vary for specific language pairs.

What Classes Should I Take in school to Become a Translator?

•	 Languages: Mastering different languages is key for a career in translation  
and interpreting.

•	 Flexible Pathways: Study core subjects like literature, history, or social sciences 
along with languages. This broadens your educational foundation, boosts critical 
thinking, and builds cultural awareness, all of which are crucial for translation and 
interpreting. Combining these subjects preps you for specialised education in your 
chosen career paths.
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Essential Skills for Future Success in Translation and 
Interpreting

Develop these skills to thrive in the exciting world of translation and interpreting.
Soft Skills:

•	 Communication: Be clear and effective when interacting.
•	 Attention to Detail: Ensure precision in translation and interpreting.
•	 Cultural Sensitivity: Understand cultural nuances.

Other Key Skills:

•	 Creativity & Problem-Solving: Find innovative solutions for complex translations.
•	 Tech Savviness: Adapt to digital tools and emerging technologies.
•	 Project Management: Utilise your organisational and effective communication skills.
•	 Curiosity: Be open-minded and always ready to learn.
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CAREER EXPLORATION

Discover Exciting Job Opportunities!

The world of translation and interpreting is full of exciting career paths! Here are some 
cool jobs you can aim for:
Traditional Roles:

•	 In-House Translator: Work with companies or agencies for a stable gig.
•	 Freelance Translator: Enjoy flexibility and independence by working on your  

own terms.
•	 Interpreter: Convert spoken words in real-time at conferences, hospitals, and more.
•	 Localisation Specialist: Adapt content to fit different cultures, like translating video 

games or apps.
•	 Audiovisual Translator: Translate subtitles for movies, TV shows, and YouTube 

videos.
•	 Project Manager: Oversee translation projects to ensure quality.
•	 Terminologist: Keep terminology consistent across projects.
•	 Quality Assurance Specialist: Review translations to ensure high standards.

Emerging Roles:

•	 AI Trainer: Teach AI systems to understand languages better.
•	 Language Engineer: Create and improve translation software.
•	 Prompt Engineer: Design prompts for AI content creation.
•	 Data Annotator: Label data for machine learning.
•	 Multilingual SEO Expert: Optimise content for search engines in multiple languages.
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Find Your Specialism: Awesome Sectors to Work In!

A career in translation opens doors to a variety of exciting sectors. Whether you’re 
passionate about video games, law, healthcare, marketing, media, tourism, or education, 
there’s a place for you.

•	 Video Games Industry: Love gaming? Translate in-game dialogues and dubbing for 
an exciting career.

•	 Legal and Government: Interested in law? Translate legal documents or help in 
international diplomacy.

•	 Medical Sector: Passionate about healthcare? Translate medical documents and 
research.

•	 Marketing and Advertising: Good at marketing? Localise ads, slogans, and promo-
tional content.

•	 Business: Translate materials, contracts, and financial documents for global 
companies.

•	 Media and Events: Enjoy media? Work on subtitling, dubbing, and live interpreting 
for events and films.

•	 Tourism and Hotels: Love travel? Translate and localise content for international 
guests in the tourism sector.

•	 Education and Research: Interested in academia? Translate research papers and 
educational materials.

•	 Science: Help researchers communicate their findings globally.

CHALLENGES AND MISCONCEPTIONS

What Challenges and Competition Can I Expect to Face?

Being a translator or interpreter is exciting but comes with its share of challenges. 
Knowing these can help you prep for a successful career!
Challenges:

•	 Time Management and Tight Deadlines: Strong time management skills are  
a must.

•	 Complex Terminology and Specialisation Needed: Some projects require special-
ised knowledge and research.
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•	 Quality Assurance: Ensuring high-quality, accurate translations.
•	 Remote Work and Isolation Risk: Working remotely can sometimes feel lonely.
•	 Competitive Market and Entry Challenges: It can be tough to stand out, especially 

when you’re just starting.
•	 Technological Impact and Job Security Concerns: Machine translation and AI are 

improving and might seem like competition.

Competition:

•	 Varied Competition: Depends on language pairs, specialisation, and work setup 
(freelance vs. in-house).

•	 Specialisation Advantage: Focusing on specialisms like medical, legal, or tech 
translation can reduce competition.

•	 Global Opportunities: The translation industry is global, so competition and  
opportunities can come from anywhere. Find your specialism and excel!

Busting Myths About Translation and Interpreting

Many people have misconceptions about what it means to be a translator. Let’s clear up 
a few of these:

•	 Translating books and subtitling films: Many think translation is just about books 
and movies, but it’s way more! Translators also work in law, medicine, tech, and 
business, making sure ideas get across clearly in all sorts of fields.

•	 Isolation Myth: Contrary to belief, translators often work in teams and communicate 
extensively.

•	 Machine Replacement: Machines are tools, not threats. Human expertise is 
irreplaceable.

•	 Ease of Entry: Translation is not just bilingualism; it requires specialised skills and 
education.
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NETWORKING AND GUIDANCE

Who Should I Chat With About My Future Career?

If you want to learn more about a career in translation or interpreting, here are some 
great people to reach out to:

•	 Language Teachers: Your secondary language teachers can be a treasure trove of 
information and guidance!

•	 Career Guidance Advisors: These advisors can provide personalised advice and 
resources.

•	 University: Attend university fairs to gather information about courses and meet 
representatives from translation and interpreting programmes. Also, your intended 
university’s alumni network can be a valuable resource.

•	 Industry Professionals and Associations: Reach out to translators and interpreters 
working in the field for real-world advice. Organisations like the member associations 
of FIT Europe, the regional centre of the International Federation of Translation, can 
also help you find connections.

Get in touch with people from these organisations to get all the info and guidance  
you need!
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Ready for All the Exciting Opportunities 
Awaiting you?

Explore these diverse paths in the translation and interpreting world and find the perfect 
fit for your interests and skills! I hope this short guide has given you a great overview of 
the exciting opportunities in translation and interpreting!

See you out there in the world,
Poppy
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